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Content

The Accurate Model Part32-02 Type VIIC U-Boat Deck& Floods Setconsists 0fl68 partsin
photoetched brasst is designed to improve the/72" scaleRevell kt number5015 (Type VIIC
AWol f ) )Paclk@an also be used on Revell Kit numb
sincemanyVIICs had a slotted deck araTurm IV tower. The four floods pieces are suitable for

both Revell kits.

Our brass deck consists of 5 main deck sections, numbered Al, B1, C1, D1 and E1. Al is the
section nearest the bow and E1 is nearest the gtiour parts in this set have been given a prefix

ranging from A toK. All parts with the prefix A (eg. A2 and A3) should be fitted to deck section
Al.

Prefix Content Associated parts| Stage Number of parts
A Deck section Al A2 and A3 2 4
B Deck section B1 B2 to B17 3 36
C Deck section C1 C2to C12 4 19
D Deck section D1 D2to D10 5 25
E Deck section E1 E2 and E3 6 4
F Strips around 88mrmdeckcannon F1to F5 7 46
G Strips around capstan G1to G5 8 8
H Tower H1 9 4
I Saddle tank covers 11 and 12 10 10
J Sacrificial anodes J1 and J2 11 8
K Floods K1 to K4 12 & 13 4

We have includedhreeadditional sheets

1. Parts identification guide (13howswhat each part looks like in #2scale. This should
allow the modeller to find the parts more easily on the brass sheet. The main deck sections
are not included in this guide.

2. Parts identification guide (2) identifies the part number of the parts housed within the tower
area of the sheéeThis is necessary because it was not possible to provide part swnber
the brass sheet itself.

3. A 1/72Y plan showingthe exactplacement ofstrips around 88mm deck cannastrips
around capstarsaddle tank hatch covers

Research & Design

Aftermarket sets have bepreviouslyreleased toeplace the deck oRev el | 6 s RV5015 T
U-boat kit However when we resarched Type VIIC decks in detail we foundmerous areathat
could be further improved and corrected, both in the kit decklendftermarket alternatives.

With many hundreds of Type VIIC-Doats builf slight differences existl between the slots upon
the decks oflifferent VIICs. These slight variations in slot patterns endhetit is impossible to
design one drawing/hich covers everysingleboat This set cannot, therefore, batirelyaccurate
with regard to the slot pattern e¥ery single VIIC.This set does, however, correct the inaccuracies
in the Revell decKsuch as slot sizes and the position of hatches and<s)etad provide amuch
improvedslot pattern The set alssncludes many of the small deck details that are missing from the
kit deck and aftermarket alternatives.
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Although VIIB and VIIC deck plans do exist, we have fouhdm to benaccurate with regartb
position and size of features. They cannot, in our opinion, be relied upon to design an accurate deck.
At the time of t he Kkitds did nog poasass enough pem@od e |,
photographs to design an entire VIIC deck using only ph&tmsthis reason, and our reluctance to
rely uponplanswith accuracy issuesve were not in a position to design our own pkettthed

brass deckAfter years ofcollectingmore period deck photp& slowly becamepossible to cover
every aspect of the M0 deck,all the wayfrom the metal section at th@ow, through the main
wooden deckwhich ran on top of most of the bpato the metal section at thetern.Even with
hundreds of deck photos, and #tedioususe of a magnifying glass, it was only just possible to
achieve this goalAlthough we did refer to deck plante design ofthe AMP VIIC deck was
completed using only period photosof Type VIIC decks.

As previously mentionedy deck desigmvhich is peréct for all boats is precluded due to the slight
variation in slot patternsetween boatdHowever, other than the slot patterns, a deck design which
is accurate with respect to every other feature does leecstuse of the nature of the dbatsed
woodendeckand the relative sletb-feature systermherent in this desigrAn explanation of this is
provided below.

On TypeVIIC U-boasthe wooder s | o detkeas built with slots which allowed water to drain
through the surfaces of the deéis can be sen on the drawing below, addimgpbodenspacers in
between wooden planksft a distinctive pattern of slots on the deck.

Spacers Slots
Wooden plank

Wooden plank

Wooden plank

Wooden plank

This distinctive styleof planks, spacers and slots was used on -dlbats in the immediate prear

and earlywar period.Therefore lhe decks othe Type lis, Type Vlis (of all variants) and Type 1Xs
built in this period all had thisharacteristi¢ype of deck.Around the autumn of 1942 nev+boats
were built with a si mplanked $tyleavds nét pefittedtd existiog boats ¢ k .
so any VIIC launched before the autumn of 1942 retained their slotted deck until their demise.

On AMP set 7201 we created a phottched Type IIA deckimilar in style to the VIIC deck. With
both set it was imperative that wesaertaired at the earliest opportunitye exact slot widtland
length plus thedistancebetween slotsThe drawing below shows the important measurements.

& C Y

A
< D 5% B

After calculating theType Il and Type VIICdeck slot measurementalependentlywe found that
each of the four measuremefas A, B, C and Dwere exactly the same in both types of boat.
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Distance Ais the main feature whicls noticeably too large on the Revell plastic debkher
distances on the Revelleck (and other aftermarket decks which copied the Revell deck
measurements) were fractionally out with regar8 t&€ and D For example, gtance B (slot width

+ plank width)is slightly too large on the Revell kit. This can be evidenced just behind the k 6 s
hatch: on the plastic Revell deckl slots fit across the deckhereas on the AMP deck (and real
boats) there is space for 23 slots to fit across the déuk.is an example of the cumulative effect
of small inconsistencies having a noticealffea upon slot patterns.

The reason that theseeasurements are important is becaosee a&curate slots dimensions are
ascertainedhe pattern of slots creata grid The size and position of athe deck details can be
determinedy their size and pdgon relative to this gridAn example can be found below. Imagine

we are looking at a photo which shows a hole in the deck next to a hatch and we wish to determine
the exact position. We can determine the horizontal position because we can see tatehef c

the hole is aligned with the left hand side of slot A. We can determine the vertical position because
we can see that the hole lies midway between slots B and C.

-~ Slot A
— |
e

On the AMP VIIC decKand Type Il deck in set 7@1) this relative sloto-featue systemwas used
to design every part of the deck.

By doing so the AMP deck has several original feataramprovementsmany of which have not
featured in other sefs

1 Correct slot sizes and distances between slots; this allowedrieetcnumber of slot® be
placedacrosshedeck

1 The small round holes alotige deck edgesthese wereised forthe removable deck railirgy
onthereal boats

1 The ncorporaibn ofth e e xt r a doflstotsdn ¢hd decklon either side thie tower.

As can be seen in Stage 1, these dashed \uees features of the earlyGermaniawerft

VIIBs and VIICs(and careasily be filled in to model other VII{s

The anti-slip bumps on allhe metal decksurfaces.

All metal hatches are provided separatadytsat the slight gap around the hatch can be

depicted on a completed model.

1 The small openingsused for the torpedo loading apparatikis includes both the

rectangular or circular holas full-etchplus the surroundingurface detail imalf-etch

Corrected placement of hatches, bollards and deck details.

An air identification platgwith authentic placement offset to powjth bolt heads. We

included the holem the deckwhere the platevasattached to the dedk casethe modeller

wishesnot touse the identification plate

1 A full set ofstripsi complete with antslip bumps- around the 88mm deck cannon and
capstan.

1 Improved pattern of slots aroutite 88mm deck cannon.

= =

= =4
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1 Semicircular holes onhewooden hatches aheaft deck.
1 All the other deck details required to buéd accurate deck.

Due to the desires expressed by fellow modellers, we includédles tanks hatch covers and
sacrificial anodeas a bonusAnother bonus is the offgece wooden tower seat used on the railings
at the rear of the tower on eafBermaniawerftooats (including popular boats such as U 69, U 94,
U 96 and U 201).

As soon as the first s hotbcatk blecaReavadble ankne, RWas 0 1 5
evident that there were deficienciestie freeflooding vents in certain areas of the hull. The first

and most obvious problem is tredmeslots are produced as rectangles in the kit; unfortunately the
real boats had oval slots. This wespeciallyapparent in two main areas

1 Front floods- the group of vents just behind the forward dive planes
1 Rear floods the group of vents just ahead of the read dive planes

Our floods pieceK1 to K4 have the oval shapes. In addition, our front pieces have been corrected
for the sizing issue that covered in more detail in Stage 12.

Acknowledgemens

We would I|Iike to thank Simon Morris, ,farthis pos
contributions to AMP forum discussions aimd particularfor his research oVIIC saddle tanks

hatch coversSimon has been designing an extremely accurate and detailed schematic of a Type
VIIC/41 U-boat for several yearSimonkindly allowed us taconsulthis drawing during the design

of deck part E1 (the metal section nearest the stelis)drawings of thesaddle tank hatcltovers
alsoproved useful during the design of our hatches. The size of our katiheideswi t h Si mo n
design, while the locati@of our various hatchearevery close tdis design.

We also extend our appreciation to AMP forum memPat who has contributed very useful

information about sacrificial anodds forum discussionsThis information has increased our
collective knowledge of the purpose of the anodes and their use upoatsl

Stage 1i Main deck sections

1 On theVIIBs and VIICsbuilt atthe Friedrich Krupp Germaniawerft AGhipyards irKiel,
extra fidas he (eée bélaweres placetl besvéen thes main slots around the
tower. If you are modelling an early boat builtthe Germaniawerftshipyard then leave
thesedashed linesn place.lt is possiblethat a fewother early VIICs from other shipyards
had these dashed lines g havefound noevidenceof this to date.
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Port side of conning tower
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1 If you are modelling &11C built in another yard, you should fill in these extra dashed lines
on deck section C1. You can do this by gluing a small strip of plastic directly underneath
each of the dashed linesiasking off the normal slo@snd then filling the top surfaces in
with modelling putty.

1 The five main deck sectiofisAl, B1, C1, D1 and E1 should be added tottpeof the hull;
these replace parts 64, 65 and 66 in the Revell kit.

1 The photeetched deck sections are much thinner than the Revell plastic deck sdtt®ns
thereforenecessary to adslipportingstripsalong the edges of thenderside of thérass On
the real boats there was a very slightrlipning along the edge of tleooden sections of
the VIIC deck. If you wishto faithfully replicate this lip, itcan be done bynaking the
supportingstrips of sufficient height to allow thr®MP brassdeck to sit just below the edges
of the Revell hull. Cashould be taken not to overdo thisign 72" scale the deck should
sit only a fraction below the hull.

1 Sections Al and E1 were made of metal on the real b¥atsip should be created along
these sections as they both sat perfectly level with the top of the hull.

1 Itis advisable to add some form of crdsacing on the underside of the brass deck sections,
running from one side of the hull to the other. This will provide sufficient support and
strength of join.These cross braces should not be visible on the completed model so they
should bestrategically placeth locations away from the deck slots.

1 It would alsobe prudent to addupporting stripsinder the join between each of the deck
sections.

Stage 2i Deck section A

This section deals with adding the deck details to deck section Al.

Deck section Al is the farthest forward of all of the deck sections. On the real VIICs this area was
made of metal, with ansillip bumps on the surface to help prevent sailors fasimg their footing

These very small bumps are not preserdtiver aftemarket setbut have been faithfully recreated

on the AMP VIIC deck.

1 Part A2is a fairlead andhould be folded as per the diagram below

Make 4 folds Side vievyr
along these lines — | after folding
Part | 11l
A2 Top view
after folding

1 After folding, part A2 should be added to deck sectioniAl
IREEED A2

1 PartA3 consists of a small triangular shapat was positioned verticall{there were two
of these triangles towards the rear of deck sectionBdih should be mounted vertically
alongthe two lines showim the diagram on the next page
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1 The early Type VIICs had net cuttdiRevell parts 112 to 114in place at the bowOn the

1% March 1941 an orderto remove the net cutters was issued. As a result, most of the net

cutterswere removed in March and April 194Q@n the boats whicpreviously had the net
cutter, theverticaltriangula suppors atthe base of the detr legs wereetained at the edge
of the deck Note thatboats which werén the process obeing buit in the period before

March 1941 may have had the net cutter in place when the order for their removal was

issued. In his circumstancegven thougha boat had not yet beenlaunched, the net cutter
would have been removed.

1 To depict these triangular supports, we added four triangular shapes at the edge of our deck

section Al. If you are modelling a boat with a net cutteplace simply cut off these
triangles. If you are modelling a boahich previously had a net cutter, fold each of the four
trianglesupwardsto the same angle that the net cutters had Ipesitioned If you are
modelling a boat whicmever had a netutter, simply cut off the four triangles from the
edge of the deck section Al.

|

Stage 3i Deck section B

This section deals with adding the deck details to deck section B1.

1 Part B2 is the same type of fairleadimgpart A2. Firstly you should fol82 in the way as
you did withA2. Then addB2 (both piecesfo the front of deck section B1 as in the diagram
below.
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&, - B2

1 Next add bollard baseplate B3.
1 You should decide whether you wish to have thikabas in the extended positioaq they
would normally be when in poitor in the retracted position. If you wishet bollards to be
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extended, add two plastic or brassls above the baseplates, then dudlard tops B4 on
top.

1 If you wish thebollardsto bein the retracted position, simply add the bollard tops B4 within
the holes irbaseplate B3.

1 Add the circle and cross markers B5 and B8 to the locations below. A cross has been
marked on the brass deck to help you with placement.

1 If you are depicting the @gatan in the retracted position, add B6 directly over the capstan
area. If the capstan is to beed on your model theto not add B6.

3 :
BY BOj BO| B9l B

1 A wooden pole(part number 48 in the Revell kitgatured on the starboard side of deck
section B1.To replace thistem add a plastic or brass rod 82mm in length in the position
above.

Having benpole end B#o a curved shape, add itttee forward enaf the pole.

There are four Barts which fastened the pole to the deck. Thastdcked to allow
crewmen taemovethe pole from the declBefore adding each one to the deck you should
fold them in two places. The diagrabelow shows the location where they should be
folded. Once the folds have been made, the fastener should be icuavenicular shape to

go aroundhe surface of the pole. After attaining the correct shape on all four fasteners you
should glue them tthe deck and around tip®le itself. Small lines have been added to the
surface of the bss deck to help you with the location of each fastenke bhck rectangle
(the small rectandar area that has been etched through on part B9) shomulchounted

inboard of the pole.
7L
.

bend bend
here here

E

1 Part B10 represents wooden strips that were present along the edge of either side of the
forward deck. To thain the correct heighyou should glue four parts directly on top of each
other. Do this with four parts for the port side and also four parts for the starboard side.

B1 0 Glue four wooden strips
on top of each other

\ 4 v v
A4 .4 A4
v v v
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1 Then add the wooden strips on either side of the deck. Note that there is a slight curve on
one side; thewrved side should be mounted on ithieoard sideof the deck.

1 Add bollard baseplate B11 to the port side hadeplate B12 to the starboard side. Bollard
tops B13 should then be added in place.

B13 4@ l.gm / B10 {X4Iayerf]/

— 9 @ ==
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T T = | =T =T
i 4

1 On the port side of deck section Bl is a large resimged ammunition hatch. This hatch
should be cut out of the plastic Revell deeid used on your completed madélyou wish
to replace the two arms then cut the arms from the top of the hatch and replace them with
AMP partsB14.

1 Part B15 is a small triamdpr piece which should be mounted vertically in four locations,
two on either side of the decRhe diagram shows the locations. Small lines have been
marked on the brass deck to help you with placement of B15.

1 The T-shaped fairlea816 should be added ieally to the port side of the deck.

B15#

Add hatch

1 B17 is an air identification plate, which wasmetimesseen on VIICs when in podr near
coastlineslf you wish to add this be very careful with placement on the deckthfee bolt
heads on the surface of tptate should match up with the three deck holes pointed to by
arrows in the diagram. Note that this plate was not mounted centrally on the deck;trather i
wasslightly offset to port.
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Stage 4i Deck section C

This section deals with adding the deck details to deck section C1.

1 Add the square and cross marker C2 to the starboard dide tiwer on deck section C1. A
cross has been marked upon the brass deck to help with placement.

1 As can be seen in thdagram below, there are four triangles which jut out from deck
section D1(two on either side of the deckold all fourupwardsto the vertical position.

1 Add the Tshaped fairleadC3 to either side of the dedk the locations shown. A half
etched rectagle has beenncluded upon the surface dhe brass deck to help with
placement.

1 Add metal hatch C4 on either side of the deck.

l Fold triangles mC5

to vertical position

Fold triangles
to vertical position
1 The general area where C5 is located can be seen on the diagram above. Note that C5 on the
port side is feher forwardthan on the starboard side.
1 On the real VIICsC5 was placg upon a slog. The diagram to the bottom left was drawn
directly from a VIIC photo and givesnandication of theangle of theslope and the shape of
the object upon which C5 sits. You can eithdd C5 to the deck or, if you are very keen,
scratchbuild the object that C5 sits on.

Drawing looking towards
rear on starboard side

H?;t?h Placement of C5
I \ starboard side
g% iy
€5

Deck C5 fits directly
-

edge over white area
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1 Once you have built the sloped piece you should add it in place near the edge of the deck
The white U-shapedines in the placementdiagram(aboveright) have been marked upon
the brass decto assistyou with placement.

1 On both sides of the deck, GB®pes upwards so that the highest point is towards the edge of

the deck.
1 Add the metal hatches C7, C8 and&er the diagram below.

CSHl oyd |

PO S

= =

———a g '___}

F— — - — =

A \/ b e < ,

co ord |

1 The last item fodeck section C1 is theoco k 6 s. Tinsastthe karge hatch on the aft deck
which permitted access to the deck from inside the boat. There are many photographs
showing supplies being passed through this hatch in preparation for an impendindfpatrol.
you are depidhg the hatt in the open position, part C11 (the undersgte®uld be glued to
C10 (the top of the hatch)C11 includes the bolt heads and other surface dé#tall was
present on thenderside of the hatchso rememberotturn C11 upside dowrso this surface
detailcanbeseevhen i n t he open posi tnealyverticdhe ¢ 00Kk ¢
T I'f you are depicting the domobusedGll dtallsimoply i n
addC10 directly over the appropria@pin deck section C.
1 On the deck and the hatch there is {eatfh detail on both to show where the hinges should
be placedAdd the hinges C12 in place

C10

b

«—=«(C12

—=+(C12

1 When CDis in place you may notice a small half etch gap on the deck around the edge of
thehattchThi s i s to illustrate the position of
hatch. You should add a riaf around 0.5mndiameterdirectly around the edges of G1

Accurate Model Parts72-02 1/72 nd Type VIIC UBoat Deck& FloodsSet Pagell



Stage 51 Deck section D

This section deals with adding the deck details to dectioseD1.

1 A wooden pole featured on the port side of deck section D1. This is part number 48 in the
Revell kit. To replace this item add a plastic or brass rod 82mm in length in the position
below. Having benD?2 slightly to a curved shape, add it to the forward end of the pole.

1 There arghreepartsfor D3, which fastened the pole to the detkese are the same parts as
B9 soin order to fit D3you shouldyo back to the diagrafor B9 (on page 8and follow the
same procedurdhere appear to be only three fasteners for the aft deck pole rather than the
four fasteners that appear to be normally presenthenforward deck pole. Once again
ensure thathte black rectangle (the small rectangular area that has been etched through on
partD3) is mountednboard of the pole.

Ii'iiitil

1 Most VIICs only had the pole on the port sidéthe aft deck but there appear to be some
boats which had an additional shorter potethe starboard side of the aft delfkyou do
not know whether your boat had a poletbe starboardide,do not addne. If you do wish
to add this additional pole, follow the same procedure as alitne shorter pole, around
51mm in length, onlyrequired two fastenergD3). The above diagram can be used for
placement of the shorter pole, but once again we have added small lines to the surface of the
brass deck to assist with the placement of the fasteners.

1 There are four triangles which jut out frateck sectiorD1, two on either side of the deck.
Fold all four upwardsto the vertical position.

l Fold triangles 1
to vertical position %

11
all
)
|

|

I

'i’iji'i'

L}
o |

'lv 4 . ®
Fold tnangles
to vertical position I
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1 Add metal hatches D4 (quantity 2), D5 (quantity 1) and D6 (quantity 6) to the locations
indicatedin the following diagram

..
B8 D6 Fns *DS ”
—— | ® M’ |:= === : ::l:
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P = —==Pp—==:="
;‘_“5'_ ___-‘.__ '.__:: e
=== S [Jph=== NI==mm=
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Add bollard baseplatB8 to bothsides. Bollard tops B should then be added in place.

The circle and cross marker D7 should be added to two locations as per the diagram below.
A half etch cross has been marked into the brass deck to assist with placement of these
markers.
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1 The small circleswhich ran alongthe deck edgewnere for removable deck railing®uring
thewartimeyears whenType VIICs were operatindhese railingswerenot usually seen on
boats even in port. The exceptiomas commissioning ceremonies, when theguld
normally be presendlong the wooden areas (sections B1, C1 andHbi)not the metal
sections (Al and E1) of the deck.
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Stage 6/ Deck section E

This section deals with adding the deck details to deck section E1.

1 Bendfairlead E2 to the shapbelow. The fairlead sat upon eectangular baseplatgith a
width of 3.5 mm and length of 5.5mm. The fairleadi€3.5mm in width but should be ken
to allow it to fit upon the 5.5mm long baseplate.

AP
P 9

1 Add E2to the deck in the position aebelow.Notethat the white rectangular area, which is
raised detail upon deck section E1the3.5 by 5.5 mnbaseplate upon which E2 sits.

1 After deciding whether you want extended or retracted bollards, add the bollard tops E3 to
deck section E10n the real bats deck section E1 was made of metal rather than wood.
Since the surface was metal there was no requirement for a bollard baseplate.

1 The tripod suppors for the aft jumping wire§ numbered 68 and 69 in the Revell kit
should be added to the two locats marked at the right hand side of the diagram above.

1 The jumping wires were attached to the top oftthmd supports They themmet the declat
thelocatiors marked with thdetter Xabove

Stage 71 88mm strips (F)

This section deals with adding thetislip strips on the deck around the 88mm deck cannon.

The diagram on the following pagehas been included inthe 1/72" scale plan.You should
refer to this plan when adding the88mm stripsto your model.

There weresome variances with regard to the strips around the 88rmome Sype VIICs for
example,had slightly fewer stripsn this areaOn other boatshe strips F3 and F4 were slightly
shorter than the normal lengtfiou should consult photos of your chosen ltoasee what strips
were in place. If you have no photos of this area of your boatftiew the AMP plan which
follows the pattern used on the majority of VidEcls.
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